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James

ORIENTING DATA FOR JAMES

B Content: a treatise composed of short moral essays, empha-
sizing endurance in hardship and responsible Christian living,
with special concern that believers practice what they preach
and live together in harmony

B Author: James, brother of our Lord (Gal 1:19), who led the
church in Jerusalem for many years (Acts 15; Gal 2:1-13)—
although questioned by many

B Date: unknown; dated anywhere from the mid—40s A.D. to the
90s, depending on authorship; probably earlier than later

B Recipients: believers in Christ among the Jewish Diaspora

B Occasion: unknown, but the treatise shows concern for real
conditions in the churches, including severe trials, dissensions
caused by angry and judgmental words, and abuse of the poor
by the wealthy

B Emphases: practical faith on the part of believers; joy and
patience in the midst of trials; the nature of true (Christian) wis-
dom; attitudes of the rich toward the poor; abuse and proper
use of the tongue
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1 John

ORIENTING DATA FOR | JOHN

Content: a treatise that offers assurance to some specific believ-
ers, encouraging their loyalty to Christian faith and practice—in
response to some false prophets who have left the community

Author: the same author who wrote 2 and 3 John, who there
calls himself “the elder”; a solid historical tradition equated
him with the apostle John

Date: unknown; probably toward the end of the first Christian
century (late 80s, early 90s).

Recipients: a Christian community (or communities) well
known to the author (whom he calls “dear children” and “dear
friends”; the false prophets defected “from us,” 2:19); it has tra-
ditionally been thought to be located in or around Ephesus

Occasion: the defection of the false prophets and their fol-
lowers, who have called into question the orthodoxy—both
teaching and practice—of those who have remained loyal to
what goes back to “the beginning”

Emphases: that Jesus who came in the flesh is the Son of God;
that Jesus showed God’s love for us through his incarnation and
crucifixion; that true believers love one another as God loved
them in Christ; that God’s children do not habitually sin, but
when we do sin, we receive forgiveness; that believers can have
full confidence in the God who loves them; that by trusting in
Christ we now have eternal life



