
Informal Bible Study 
Living by the Book, Week 3.   Thursday April 17, 2025 
 
AGENDA 
 

1. Pray 

2. Living by the Book:  Week 3 

a. Textbook:  Howard and William Hendricks,  “Living by the Book: The Art and 
Science of Reading the Bible. Revised and Updated. 2007.  Moody Publishers.  

b. Accompanying workbook: “Living by the Book Workbook”. 2007. 

3. Questions on Chapter 2 

a. What are the three benefits of Bible study that Hendricks discusses in chapter 2? 
What do they all have in common? Hint what kind of growth?  What kind of 
maturity?  What kind of effectiveness?  Who is essential to these things? 

b. What is the ultimate goal of studying the Bible, according to Hendricks? He bases 
this on 2 Timothy 3:16-17.  Let’s bring in a couple of other scriptures:  Philippians 
3:7-7-11; Jeramiah 9:23-24. 

c. Hendricks leave anything out about spiritual growth? Look at Romans 8:26-30. 

d. Hendricks writes on page 24 that “the Bible is the divine means of developing 
spiritual maturity,  There is no other way.” I think this is necessary – but not 
sufficient.  What (Who) is also needed to develop spiritual maturity? 

e. The third benefit he mentions is spiritual effectiveness.  He poses a question about 
Deuteronomy. How would you answer that question? 

f. Hendricks mentions four things that the Bible is profitable for.  They are all in 2 
Timothy 3:16-17. What are they? Are there any other things that the Bible is 
profitable for, according to the Bible? 

g. Hendricks states that the Bible helps you clean out sin and learn to conform to 
God’s will.  What does the Bible say about cleaning out sin in our lives?  Do we do 
it ourselves? See Romans 8:12-17 and Galatians 5:16-25.  1 Corinthians 1: 30-31. 

4. Assignment: 
 

a. Read Chapter 3:  How this book can help. 
 

5. Close 

6. Group prayer session 


