Thursday Evening Bible Study
Series: The Book of Isaiah

Teaching Summary for Week 107

Isaiah Chapters 47 and 48

Chapter 47 contemplates the fall of Babylon, while chapter 48 anticipates the call of the Jewish captives to
return home to Zion. Babylon is destroyed because of her pride. Israel is redeemed despite her stubborn
unbelief and rebellion. The Lord acts for His own sake, to vindicate His name and reveal His glory.

Isaiah Chapter 47

The Lord will execute His vengeance on Babylon in a single, catastrophic day. Isaiah uses the metaphor of
the daughter of the Chaldeans to dramatize the fate that awaits Babylon. Overview of chapter 47:

Subject Message
Verses 1-3, 5 The humiliation of Babylon Your shame will be exposed.
Verse 4 The Avenger Our Redeemer is the Lord of hosts, the
Holy One of Israel.
Verses 6-11 Crime and Punishment Destruction will come on you suddenly.
Verses 12-15 The Impotence of their spells and There is none to save you.

sorceries



Verse-by-verse

Verses 1-3,5: The humiliation of Babylon. The fate of the Virgin Daughter of Babylon illustrates the fate of
the kingdom of Babylon. The images portray the coming humiliation, disgrace, despair, and enslavement of
the nation of Babylon.

Verse 4: The Redeemer is identified as the Lord of Hosts, the Holy One of Israel.

Verses 6-11: Crime and punishment.
Babylon’s crimes are (1) pride and (2) wickedness.

Pride: as manifested in the thoughts and statements of the Queen. She thinks she is totally in control of all
aspects of her life and fate. Her words contradict statements the LORD has made about Himself.

Wickedness: They had no mercy on the Lord’s people. They were cruel to the most vulnerable. They
engaged in sensuality. And they practiced the dark arts of magic, sorcery, and astrology.

The punishments included loss of children, widowhood, evil, disaster, and destruction.

Daniel lived through the exile of Judah in Babylon. He describes what happened to Babylon. Let’s read
about it in chapter 5:22-31 of the book of Daniel.



The destruction of Babylon occurred “suddenly” (Isaiah 47:9,11) — in a single day: October 12, 539 BC
according to Herodotus and Xenophon (Greek historians who wrote in the 4™ and 5" centuries BC). See
Jeremiah 50:21-40.

Verses 12-15: The inability of spells and sorceries to save Babylon.

The Babylonians practiced a false religion that encompassed magicians, astrologers, conjurers, and
sorcerers. At the critical moment, that religion completely failed.

In verses 12-13, the Lord mocks the Babylonians and their religious leaders. He taunts them to work even
harder at their craft. Perhaps with more effort you can actually ward off the hand of the omnipotent God!
(Not gonna happen!).

Each recommended a different course of action based on their particular specialty, be it the stars, the
entrails of sacrificial animals, omens, or dreams. The result was a mass of confusion and frustration.

It was all for naught. These so-called wise men could not even save themselves, much less the nation of
Babylon! Like their idols, the nation would go down in flames.
See Isaiah 44:14-19, 24-25. See Jeremiah 51:17-18, 52-58.



How does what we have learned in Isaiah 47 apply to our lives as Christians in America?

1. What aspects of American culture today are dominated by pride? By wickedness?

2. What are our modern versions of spells and sorceries, magicians, and astrologers?

3. In what ways is our situation different from that of the kingdom of Babylon?

4. Compare and contrast the United States in 2022 with Babylon in 539 BC in these respects.



