
Outline Summary Titus Chapter 1 (continued) 

Refuting the Single-Pastor Model 
●​ The need for multiple elders in each church. 
●​ Timothy, Epaphras, and James were not sole local pastors but special, temporary apostolic 

delegates.  
●​ Refuted The “Moses Model”  
●​ The difference between the Office of Elder, and the Spiritual Gifts 

○​ An elder is an office held in the church leadership structure. 
○​ Spiritual gifts are given by Christ and operated through the Spirit. 

Instructions About Elders, and To Elders; Old Testament Elders 
●​ Instructions given to the churches about elders:  

○​ Call elders for the sick (Jas 5:14).  
○​ Financially support those who labor in preaching/teaching (1Ti 5:17–18).  
○​ Protect, discipline, and restore elders (1Ti 5:19–22).  
○​ Follow proper qualifications (1Ti 3:1–7, Tit 1:5–9).  
○​ Anyone desiring to be an elder desires a noble work. (1Ti 3:1).  
○​ Younger men of the church to be humble and submit to the elders (1Pe 5:5).  
○​ Obey and submit to elders (Heb 13:17).  
○​ Esteem and live at peace with them (Tit 1:7a, 1Th 5:12–13). 

●​ Instructions given directly to elders:  
○​ Pray for and anoint the sick (Jas 5:14).  
○​ Shepherd willingly, not for sordid gain (*1Pe 5:1–2).  
○​ Don't lord it over the flock (1Pe 5:3).  
○​ Look for the unfading crown (1Pe 5:4).  
○​ Be clothed in humility (1Pe 5:5).  
○​ Guard the church from false teachers and the constant threat of false doctrine (Act 20:28–31).  
○​ Work hard, help the needy, and be generous like the Lord Jesus Christ (Act 20:35).  
○​ Live at peace (1Th 5:12-13). 

●​ The Distinction between new testament elders, and the old testament Jewish elder/ruler. 
○​ New Testament Christianized elders are: 

■​ Spiritually qualified shepherds and leaders, selected based on strict standards. 
■​ They teach and exhort the word of God. 
■​ They protect and lead the people, as well as provide spiritual care for the entire flock. 
■​ They are guardians of the truth, and of the gospel. 

○​ OT elders were mere representatives of the people: 
■​ Heads of the tribes, and were wise, experienced and reputable men. 
■​ They were magistrates and judges. (Exo 18:12–21, Deu 1:9–17) 
■​ They performed priestly-like duties. (*Lev 4:13–15) 
■​ They had municipal roles: (Deu 21:2–3) 
■​ They dealt with criminals (Deu 21:18-21) 

○​ This is a stark contrast to the New Testament elder/shepherd/guardian. 



True Knowledge is the basis, the Path to Maturity and Learning to Follow 
●​ True Knowledge is the basis for Spiritual Leadership of the church. 

○​ The purpose of spiritual leadership is to lead the rest of us in the direction that they’re going.  
○​ This all starts with knowledge of the truth. (2Pe 1:3–4).  

●​ What is true knowledge?  
○​ It is simply the living word of God, the truth of the gospel and the standard of God in contrast to 

the darkness of the world and the world system. 
●​ The path to maturity:  

○​ Hear the word consistently;  
○​ Make good decisions and learning from bad ones;  
○​ Do what you learn with diligent practice; be a doer who is blessed, not merely a hearer who 

deludes himself (Jas 1:22).  
○​ Peter maps the progression (2Pe 1:5–11). 

●​ "Ministry begins at home" (Gene Cunningham).  
○​ A good steward fortifies his own household first; (1Ti 5:8).  
○​ Questions for evaluating a prospective elder to ask himself:  

■​ How does your life stack up as a man of God?  
■​ How closely does your life resemble sound biblical teaching? 
■​ How strong is the impact of your life, in relationship to your marriage, in relationship to 

your children, in relationship to your fellow believers, and in relationship to your peers? 
■​ In other words, what effect are you having in your life? 

○​ What is a “Man of God”? Five things: 
■​ 1. One who is exercised in the truth and their application to life. They come to hear the 

word not to just get something new they haven’t heard before, but to be changed, to be 
challenged. 

■​ 2. He is an example to other believers who are going to follow the path they leave 
behind. He is following Christ as a servant, nourished on the words of faith and sound 
doctrine. 

■​ 3. He is devoted to the truth and living that truth in his life. 
■​ 4. The spiritual gift he has been given becomes the mission in his life, so as to be a 

blessing to others. 
■​ 5. He judges himself day by day according to the word of God. He also judges himself 

day by day according to the will of God.  
●​ Learn to follow before you lead.  

○​ If you haven’t followed, you’re not able to lead. 
■​ Elisha humbled himself as a servant before becoming a prophet (1Ki 19:19–21).  

○​ Be an imitator who becomes an example (1Th 1:2–8).  
■​ As you follow, as you grow, you start to have an impact in the lives of others. You 

become the example. 
○​ Exercise yourself for godliness, which profits both this life and the next (1Ti 4:6–16);  

The False Teaching Examined 
●​ Those of the circumcision (Judaizers) taught that Gentile believers had to keep the Law - especially 

circumcision - to be saved. (Tit 1:10–11). 
●​ They were disrupting households and taught false things like: 



○​ Circumcision was necessary for salvation: 
■​ They insisted that Gentile believers had to be circumcised to be right with God. 

Gal 6:11-15 , 2Co 5:17 , Rom 2:23-29, 1Co 7:19, Gal 5:3-4, Gal 5:12, Eph 2:11-15, Eph 
3:6, *Php 3:1-3, *Col 2:11, Lev 12:1-8,  

■​ Circumcision was an OT male ritual only…all are now placed into Christ: Gal 3:22-29 
○​ Works of the law were required: 

■​ They added the burden of keeping the law of Moses in addition to faith in Christ. 
Gal 2:16, Gal 3:10  

○​ Adding to the finished work of Christ: 
■​ By demanding adherence to Old Testament rituals for salvation, they were effectively 

saying Jesus' sacrifice was insufficient. Joh 19:30, Eph 2:8-9  
○​ They contradicted the Gospel of Grace: 

■​ The true gospel is salvation by God's grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Tit 1:9 
○​ They demanded slavery to the law: 

■​ Instead of freedom in Christ, these teachings sought to enslave believers to a system of 
works and rituals. Gal 5:1, Gal 5:13-14, Joh 13:34-35 

○​ Lastly, They are driven by impure motives: 
■​ The Bible indicates these men were motivated by "dishonest gain" by undermining 

households and spreading false doctrine. Mat 23:25, Tit 1:7, 1Pe 5:2  

Paul's Trade, Supporting the Ministry, and the example of Priscilla & Aquila 
●​ Many churches regard themselves purely as a business (Impure Motives) 

○​ They follow strict business plans and marketing to gain members and donation numbers. 
●​ Elders deserve double honor (respect and financial support) 

○​  "the laborer is worthy of his wages" (1Ti 5:17–18). Paul likened the elder to a slave worker 
having the right to his pay. 

●​ Paul was a tentmaker.  
○​ It was his trade profession. (Act 18:1–5). It was not merely to support himself, but the men with 

him in the ministry, and also for the community, and coveted no one’s wealth. (20:32–35) 
○​ His trade was itself a witness, unlike the Pharisees who had no heart for the people. 

●​ Paul had a support system.  
○​ Paul was not always self-sufficient; the Philippians gave repeatedly (Php 4:10–20), and 

sacrificially (2Co 8:1–15),  
○​ At one point he was able to completely devote himself to the word. (Act 18:5) 
○​ And this resulted in his ability to do the important work he needed to do: solemnly testifying to 

the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 
●​ Priscilla and Aquila  

○​ An entrepreneurial couple that used their resources for ministry. 
○​ They hosted Paul (Act 18:1-3), They lived in, and established churches in Corinth, Ephesus, 

and Rome. (1Co 16:19, Phm 1:1–2, 2Ti 4:19), They risked their lives for him (Rom 16:3-4), They 
were a large part of his ministry (Act 18:18), They instruct fellow believers in the truth: (Act 
18:24-28). 

○​ They followed the example Paul set. 
●​ Conclusion: When the truth is involved, working, sharing and supporting have intrinsic value to the 

faith. This is in stark contrast to the deceiving men of the circumcision, who only had personal gain in 
mind, and also were refuting Christ. 
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