
True Knowledge is the basis, the Path to Maturity and Learning to Follow 
●​ True Knowledge is the basis for Spiritual Leadership of the church. 

○​ The whole purpose of spiritual leadership is to lead the rest of us in the direction that they’re 
going. As we follow and mature, we become an example. 

●​ What is true knowledge?  
○​ It is simply the living word of God, the truth of the gospel of Christ and the standard of God in 

contrast to the darkness of the world and the world system. 
●​ The path to maturity:  

○​ Hear the word consistently;  
○​ Make good decisions and learning from bad ones;  
○​ Do what you learn with diligent practice; be a doer who is blessed, not merely a hearer who 

deludes himself (Jas 1:22).  
●​ "Ministry begins at home" (Gene Cunningham).  

○​ A good steward fortifies his own household first (1Ti 5:8).  
○​ Questions for evaluating if you are a prospective elder:  

■​ How does your life stack up as a man of God?  
■​ How closely does your life resemble sound biblical teaching? 
■​ How strong is the impact of your life, in relationship to your marriage, in relationship to 

your children, in relationship to your fellow believers, and in relationship to your peers? 
■​ In other words, what effect or impact are you having in your life? 

○​ What is a “Man of God”? Five things: 
■​ 1. One who is exercised in the truth and their application to life. 
■​ 2. He is an example to other believers who are going to follow the path they leave 

behind. 
■​ 3. He is devoted to the truth and living that truth in his life. 
■​ 4. The spiritual gift he has been given becomes the mission in his life, so as to be a 

blessing to others. 
■​ 5. He judges himself day by day according to the word of God. He also judges himself 

day by day according to the will of God.  
●​ Learn to follow before you lead.  

○​ If you haven’t followed, you’re not able to lead. 
■​ Elisha humbled himself as a servant before becoming a prophet (1Ki 19:19–21).  

○​ Be an imitator who becomes an example (1Th 1:2–8).  
■​ So, as you follow, as you grow, you start to have an impact in the lives of others. 

○​ Exercise yourself for godliness, which profits both this life and the next (1Ti 4:6–16);  

The False Teaching Examined (Titus 1:10-16) 
●​ Those of the circumcision (Judaizers) taught that Gentile believers had to keep the Law - especially 

circumcision - to be saved. They distorted the gospel by adding human works and rules to the finished 
work of Christ and God's plan of grace. Instead of salvation by grace through faith, these false teachers 
were teaching things like Jewish fables and commandments of men. (Tit 1:10–11). 

●​ They were disrupting households and taught false things like: 
○​ Circumcision was necessary for salvation: 



■​ They insisted that Gentile believers had to be circumcised to be right with God, even 
though Paul taught that neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters, but only a new 
creation in Christ. 

■​ Gal 6:11-15 , 2Co 5:17 , Rom 2:23-29, 1Co 7:19, Gal 5:3-4, Gal 5:12, Eph 2:11-15, Eph 
3:6, Php 3:1-3, Col 2:11 (true circumcision), Lev 12:1-8,  

■​ Circumcision was an OT male ritual only…all are now placed into Christ: Gal 3:22-29 
○​ Works of the law were required: 

■​ They added the burden of keeping the law of Moses in addition to faith in Christ, which 
Paul argued, undermines the power of the cross and God's grace. 

■​ Gal 2:16, Gal 3:10  
○​ Adding to the finished work of Christ: 

■​ By demanding adherence to Old Testament rituals for salvation, they were effectively 
saying Jesus' sacrifice was insufficient, a dangerous teaching for the early church, as 
they were transitioning into the new church dispensation. 

■​ Joh 19:30, Eph 2:8-9  
○​ They contradicted the Gospel of Grace: 

■​ The true gospel is salvation by God's grace through faith in Jesus Christ, not by 
adherence to the law or any physical ritual. Tit 1:9 (refute those who contradict) 

○​ They demanded slavery to the law: 
■​ Instead of freedom in Christ, these teachings sought to enslave believers to a system of 

works and rituals. 
■​ Gal 5:1, Gal 5:13-14 (Love), Joh 13:34-35 

○​ Lastly, They are driven by impure motives: 
■​ The Bible indicates these men were motivated by "dishonest gain" and "disreputable 

profit" by undermining households and spreading false doctrine.  
■​ Mat 23:25, Tit 1:7, 1Pe 5:2  

Paul's Trade, Supporting the Ministry, and the example of Priscilla & Aquila 
●​ Many churches regard themselves purely as a business (Impure Motives) 

○​ They follow a strict business plan and marketing campaign to gain members and donation 
numbers. Unfortunately, many of these are the popular choice, preaching things like the 
prosperity gospel. 

●​ Elders deserve double honor (respect and financial support) 
○​  "the laborer is worthy of his wages" (1Ti 5:17–18). Paul likened the elder to a slave worker 

having the right to his pay. 
●​ Paul was a tentmaker.  

○​ It was his trade profession. (Act 18:1–5). 
○​ It was not merely to support himself, but the men with him in the ministry, and also for the 

community, and coveted no one’s wealth. He was setting an example for others to follow. 
(20:32–35) 

○​ His trade was itself a witness, unlike the Pharisees who had no heart for the people. 
●​ Paul had a support system.  

○​ Paul was not always self-sufficient; the Philippians gave repeatedly (Php 4:10–20),  and 
sacrificially (2Co 8:1–15),  

○​ At one point he was able to completely devote himself to the word. (Act 18:5) He was able to do 
this simply because he had no lack due to his support system. 



○​ And this resulted in his ability to do the important work he needed to do: solemnly testifying to 
the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. ^ 

●​ Priscilla and Aquila  
○​ An entrepreneurial couple that used their resources to meet needs, start churches, and instruct 

fellow believers in the truth, and complete a work Paul started. 
○​ They hosted Paul (Act 18:1-3) 
○​ They lived in, and established churches in Corinth, Ephesus, and Rome. (1Co 16:19, Phm 

1:1–2, 2Ti 4:19) 
○​ They risked their lives for him (Rom 16:3-4) 
○​ They travelled with Paul and were a large part of his ministry (Act 18:18) 
○​ They instruct fellow believers in the truth: Apollos (Act 18:24-28). 
○​ They followed the example Paul set. 

●​ Conclusion: When the truth is involved, working, sharing and supporting have intrinsic value to the 
faith. This is in stark contrast to the deceiving men of the circumcision, who only had personal gain in 
mind, and also were refuting Christ. 

The Three Cretan Traits and Severe Reproof as the Antidote (Titus 
1:12–14) 

●​ The passage: Tit 1:12–14 - "One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, 'Cretans are always liars, 
evil beasts, lazy gluttons.' This testimony is true. For this reason reprove them severely so that they 
may be sound in the faith, not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn 
away from the truth." 

○​ Paul affirms the quote as true - a striking, almost uncomfortable moment of brutal honesty about 
the culture Titus was ministering in. 

●​ The Hellenistic root of the three traits: Cretan worship of the Greek god Zeus. 
○​ Cretan mythology held that Zeus was born and died on Crete. 

■​ More broadly, their theology held that the gods were simply men and women elevated to 
deity through benevolent service and gifts to mankind - a satanic theology at its root. 

○​ Zeus himself is recorded in Cretan legend as a seducing womanizer who resorted to lying when 
seduction failed. 

○​ The Cretans took pride in, and immortalized his shady, underhanded character. 
■​ A culture tends to reflect the character of the god it worships, and Crete was no 

exception. 
●​ Trait 1 - Perpetual liars. 

○​ It was so much the standard nature of the Cretan people to lie that the word "cretinize" became 
known, meaning to be without reason or sound judgment. 

○​ Zeus was a known liar, and the Cretans were liars by nature and by imitating their god. 
○​ We saw Paul’s contrast by opening the letter like this: "in the hope of eternal life, which God, 

who cannot lie, promised long ages ago" (Tit 1:2). 
■​ Paul is deliberately setting the principle of the God who cannot lie against the false god 

the Cretans could not stop imitating. 
●​ Trait 2 - Violently evil, "evil beasts." 

○​ Cretans were known for a savage nature. 
■​ Their men often served as mercenary soldiers, killing for whoever paid the highest bidder 

- a violent lifestyle they lusted after. 



○​ The contrast Paul draws: "Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in 
love, in perseverance" (Tit 2:2). 

●​ Trait 3 - Lazy gluttons, addicted to worldly pleasure. 
○​ Cretan women in this period epitomized what was called "the new Roman woman." 

■​ These were wealthy, "emancipated" women who enjoyed far greater privileges than their 
Greek counterparts. 

■​ They exploited that freedom to shirk marriage and household responsibility in favor of 
casual sex, drinking, and worldly appetites, living wholly for themselves. 

○​ The contrast Paul draws: "Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not 
malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, so that they may 
encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be sensible, pure, 
workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the word of God will not be 
dishonored" (Tit 2:3–5). 

●​ Summarized another way: Titus's task was to teach believers in Crete to live soberly, justly, and piously. 
○​ Soberly - not as out-of-control gluttons. 
○​ Justly - not as violent beasts. 
○​ Piously - not as unrighteous liars. 
○​ Paul essentially restates this summary later: "instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly 

desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age" (Tit 2:11–12). Titus had his 
work cut out for him. 

●​ Why this mattered for the church in Crete. 
○​ These were newer believers, newer members of the body of Christ in the churches there. 

■​ Continuing in their old ways - not living out their new position in Christ - made them 
susceptible to falling away from the truth. 

■​ Specifically, susceptible to the false teaching of the circumcision party - Jewish myths 
and commandments of men, as Paul stated. 

○​ The false teachers were watching this behavior and using it as an argument: "See! Look at what 
they're doing! They need the Law!" 

■​ But the Law was never the solution - no one is justified by the Law. 
●​ The solution: severe reproof, not the Law. 

○​ "For this reason reprove them severely so that they may be sound in the faith" (Tit 1:13). 
○​ To reprove is to criticize or express disapproval of someone's actions or behavior, often with a 

kind intent to correct a fault - a reprimand or reproach aimed at restoration, not condemnation. 
●​ The tie to being an example. 

○​ Paul later ties this directly to Titus's own example: "in all things show yourself to be an example 
of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so 
that the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us" (Tit 2:7–8). 

○​ As believers, we are ambassadors for Christ, dignitaries, under constant observation by the 
people around us - including our opponents. 

■​ People see every decision we make, hear everything we say, and watch everything we 
do. 

○​ That is the whole point of severe reproof: it is aimed at producing believers who are sound in the 
faith and therefore credible examples, so that opponents are put to shame and left with nothing 
bad to say. 
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