Titus (Week 17)

In review, 3 things about the Cretans:

1. Perpetual Liars
a. It was their standard nature to lie. So much so, they became known to be completely
without reason and sound judgement (there's a word for that: Cretinize.) Zeus was a
known liar, and so were the Cretans by nature. Notice the contrast Paul states early in
our passage when he’s making his introduction:
b. Contrast: Tit 1:2
2. Violently evil. Evil Beasts
a. They were known for their savage nature. Their men often served as mercenary
soldiers to the highest bidder for killing. They had violent lifestyles, and lusted for it.
b. Contrast: Tit 2:2
3. Lazy Gluttons
a. Their women exploited their freedoms to shirk off marriage and household
responsibilities in lieu of casual sex, drinking and worldly appetites and desires,
completely living only for themselves.
b. Contrast: Tit 2:3-5

Paul even summarizes this later on in the next chapter: Tit 2:11-12
Severe reproval is the antidote, leading to sound faith: Tit 7:73-74
“To the pure, all things are pure”.

Who are the pure?
1Jdn 1:7
It's the shedding of blood that does the cleansing. Heb 9:22, Mat 26:28

His blood was our redemption: 1Pe 1:18-19
Our redemption has a purpose! Tit 2:11-14, Eph 2:18-19, Gal 3:26, 1Jn 3:1-3

What is this purity referring to?
This is our new freedom in Christ. Paul is talking about our life as a Christian.
Joh 8:36, 1Co 6:12

What is profitable?
Tit 3:5-8, Phi 4:17-18

Paul says “All things are lawful for me”, He tells Timothy the same: 17/ 4:4-5

For the Jews, the concept of this new freedom in Christ was difficult for them to grasp.
Act 10:9-15



So, now all believers are free in Christ. But, with freedom comes discernment and
responsibility. 7Co 8:7-13

So, all because we have that freedom, doesn’t mean we’re in a free-for-all. Gal 5:13, Eph
5:15-16, Eph 4:25-29

Let's read Gal 5:1
Four things about our freedom in Christ mentioned here:

1. We have Freedom from slavery: Paul warns against returning to a life of bondage,
particularly to the rigid legalism some in the early church, and some churches today,
are advocating for, which Paul calls a "yoke of slavery".

2. Basis of Freedom in Christ: This is a freedom found in faith and grace, not through
adherence to the law, and it liberates believers from sin and its power.

3. Standing firm in this Freedom: The call to "stand firm" is a command to not give up
this newfound freedom or be pulled back into old ways of thinking or living that held
them in spiritual slavery.

4. The Purpose of freedom: The freedom given by Christ is to be used to live a life that
bears fruit for God, serving in the new way of the Spirit, not for selfish purposes.

To unbelievers, however, nothing is clean because of their fallen nature, and their sinful lives,
thoughts, and motives, which are in opposition with God, will infect even that which is
intrinsically pure.

The blood of Christ also cleanses our conscience: Heb 9:14
It is the goal of Paul’s instruction: 77/ 7:5

So, some key points:

1. We are made pure by the blood of Christ, through faith.

2. Because we are pure, we have freedom in Christ.

3. Using our freedom to participate in good deeds, serving and supporting the body of
Christ glorifies God and pleases Him, and is profitable. Making the most of our time.

4. However, using our freedom for opportunities for the flesh is a waste of time,
unprofitable, worthless. But, even if we fail, we remain pure. That’s the freedom we
have in Christ.

The Cretan people were still living in their old position, not in the newness of life in Christ.
Paul therefore had to address it, and instructed Titus to complete that work which he started.
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