
The Book at a Glance 
One-sentence summary of the letter: Spiritual leaders should teach and live in such a way 
(Chapter 1) that they have an impact on the lives of others (Chapter 2), so that those people become 
a reflection of Jesus Christ in their godly, sanctified living (Chapter 3). 
 
High-level structure: 
 

-​ Chapter 1 — Church Leadership. Verses 1–4: greeting and declaration. Verses 5–16: Titus' 
charge, the qualifications for elders, and warnings about rebellious men. 

-​ Chapter 2 — Sound Teaching. Verses 1–15: what Titus (and the elders) are to teach to the 
believing congregation. 

-​ Chapter 3 — Godly Living / Sanctified Lives. Verses 1–11: the call for and importance of 
good deeds, and a reminder of who believers are. Verses 12–15: closing instructions and final 
greeting. 

 
 

CHAPTER 1 — Church Leadership 

1A. Greeting and Declaration (1:1–4) 
-​ Who Titus was — a Gentile believer (Gal 2:3) and Paul's "true child in a common faith," a 

trusted brother (2Co 2:13), fellow worker (2Co 8:6, 23; 12:18), and a source of comfort to Paul 
(2Co 7:6, 13–14), showing how close Titus was to him.  

-​ Purpose of the letter — Paul leaves Titus in Crete to set the churches in order, appoint elders 
in every city, defend the gospel, and ground the people in godliness. 

-​ Breakdown of the greeting 
-​ Faith of the chosen — all believers are chosen by God's grace and foreknowledge, 

holy and beloved. (2Th 2:13; 1Pe 1:1–2; 2Ti 2:10) 
-​ Knowledge of the truth leading to godliness — true teaching produces godly living; 

faith, knowledge, and godliness always go together (2Pe 1:1–7; 1Ti 6:3–6) . The best 
definition of Godliness: Being imitators of God (Eph 5:1-2) 

-​ Hope of eternal life — promised before time began by the God who cannot lie, and 
now including the Gentiles as fellow heirs. (Mic 5:2–4; Isa 49:6; Eph 1:3–4; 3:4–6; Rom 
1:2–6; 16:25–27) 

-​ Grace and peace — Paul opens every letter with these; Peace comes from knowing grace — 
grace in salvation (Eph 2:8–9) and in daily living. His grace is new every morning (Lam 
3:22–23). 

-​ Appointing elders in each city 



1B. The Charge and the Elder Qualifications (1:5–9) 
-​ What an elder is — a spiritually mature believer who is also the overseer (the responsible 

authority) and shepherd (the guardian) of the flock. 
-​ Elder: A mature believer (1Ti 3:6) 

-​ Age is not a deciding factor, even though it may be implied by the term “elder”. 
But what do we see? They are not to be new converts, a mature believer. Being 
merely “old” does not qualify someone. 

-​ Overseer: He is the authority, the leader (1Ti 3:4) 
-​ Shepherd: Guardian and protector (Act 20:28, 1Pe 2:25)​

 

-​ The qualifications —  
-​ Above reproach as God’s steward (the unconditional anchor),  
-​ Husband of one wife,  
-​ Believing and well-managed children;  
-​ Not self-willed, quick-tempered, addicted to wine, pugnacious, or greedy for dishonest 

gain;  
-​ Hospitable,  
-​ Loving what is good,  
-​ Sensible, 
-​ Just,  
-​ Devout,  
-​ Self-controlled, 
-​ Holding fast the faithful word 
-​ Can both teach sound doctrine and refute/reprove contradiction.​

 
-​ Spiritual leadership is gospel-grounded: 

-​ 1. Exemplified in Paul — he names his motivation (being a bond-servant) before his 
authority (as an apostle). Apostleship was his spiritual gift by grace (Eph 4:7–15). 

-​ 2. Embodied in the gospel — the truth about Jesus Christ, who took on flesh, lived 
sinless, became sin for us (2Co 5:21); faith looks away from self, and to the cross. 

-​ 3. Entrusted to Titus — a believer of the common faith, who is to set in order what 
remains: appoint elders, teach, be an example. A leader is an elder, overseer, and 
shepherd or guardian. 
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