
Outline Summary Titus Chapter 1 (continued) 

List of 16 Elder Qualifications 
An elder is a biblical office held by a mature member of the believing assembly — it is not a spiritual gift, and 
prospective elders must be tested and proven against strict qualifications. The standard is high because the 
elder is charged with shepherding the flock that Jesus redeemed with His own blood (Act 20:17, 28).  
 

 
1. Above Reproach (as God's Steward) 

-​ The anchor and unconditional prerequisite for church leadership — the foundation for every other 
test the elder must pass. 

-​ What a steward is: someone entrusted to manage and care for another's possessions, property, or 
affairs under the owner's direction. 

-​ The elder must be mature in the word, trained to discern good from evil (Heb 5:12–14); 
2. Husband of One Wife 

-​ The Greek phrase heis gunē anēr literally means "one-woman man." The prospective elder must be 
above reproach in two areas: polygamy (married to multiple wives) and adultery/fornication (sexual 
relations outside of marriage). Both of these were first-hand culture of the time. 

-​ The purpose of Christian marriage: is that it’s a safeguard against satanic temptation and lack of 
self-control (1Co 7:7); (Gen 2:18–24). Marriage a living picture of Christ and the church (Eph 
5:22–32; Col 3:18–19), (1Co 6:15–20). 

-​ Being married is required (1Ti 3:5) (1Co 9:5; 1Pe 5:1). A leader will need his wife's help in every 
aspect of ministry. 

3. Having Children Who Believe, Not Accused of Dissipation or Rebellion 
-​ Like his marriage, this shows how a potential elder handles his own household (1Ti 3:4). 

4. Not Self-Willed 
-​ Arrogant — not knowing or doing God's will, and selfish in motivation and ambition. Doing things for 

their own gain or purpose. 
5. Not Quick-Tempered 

-​ You can tell a great deal about a person by how he reacts under pressure; actions speak very loudly, 
especially in difficult situations. 

6. Not Addicted to Wine 
-​ This literally means a drunkard. But also carries with it the discernment of knowing that you can drink, 

but not in every situation. In some circles this is called situational awareness. 
7. Not Pugnacious 

-​ Someone who is quick to argue, quarrel, or fight. The word is related to "pugilist" (a professional 
fighter or boxer), which shows the root of its meaning. 

8. Not Fond of Sordid Gain 
-​ An unhealthy love of money and a willingness to acquire it by any means, especially morally 

questionable or harmful ones. (Tit 1:10–11) (1Pe 5:2) (1Ti 3:3) (Heb 13:5). 
9. Hospitable 

-​ Hospitality is related to grace — being gracious. Believers are to be hospitable to one another 
without complaint, employing their gifts as good stewards of God's grace (1Pe 4:9–10; Rom 12:9–16)  
(Heb 13:2). 



10. Loving What Is Good 
-​ The opposite of loving what is evil. Believers are to "seek good and not evil… hate evil, love good" 

(Amo 5:14–15) (Rom 12:9) (Php 4:8–9). 
11. Sensible 

-​ The ability to make good decisions and exercise good judgment, stemming from the experience 
shown in his own life and household. Associated with wisdom, prudence, and discerning right from 
wrong and good from evil, aligning one's actions with God's will. 

12. Just 
-​ Doing what is right and fair. Understanding how God is just is the basis for this quality. 

13. Devout 
-​ Someone committed to the faith — a passionate dedication to God, obedience to His 

commandments, and a humble, serving spirit.  
14. Self-Controlled 

-​ A key trait of godliness, and not merely a matter of willpower but empowered by the Spirit — it is a 
fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22–23) (Pro 25:28) (1Co 9:25–27) 

15. Holding Fast the Faithful Word (in Accordance with the Teaching) 
-​ Hold Fast means to hold firmly and be devoted to — steadfastly maintaining one's belief and faith, 

clinging to God's truth, and persevering in obedience to His word, especially during hard or challenging 
times. (Job 2:3; 27:6) (1Th 5:21–22) (2Th 2:14–15) (2Ti 1:13–14). 

16. Able to Exhort in Sound Doctrine and Refute Those Who Contradict 
-​ A demanding responsibility, because there will be many who contradict and many false teachers. 
-​ To "exhort in sound doctrine" is to motivate, or urge strongly and advise others in the truth of the 

word, to encourage and build up the body using teaching that is true to God's Word, guiding believers 
toward maturity and godliness. (2Ti 4:2–3). 

-​ Exhortation sometimes requires reproving and rebuking (Tit 2:15) (Tit 1:12-13) (Rev 3:14-19) (Pro 
9:8) 

-​ Exhortation can also be purely encouragement in the truth (1Pe 5:1; 1Co 1:10; 1Th 4:1). 

Spiritual Leadership Continued 
-​ Spiritual leadership is a gospel-grounded leadership — three things: 

-​ Exemplified in Paul 
-​ Embodied in the gospel 
-​ Entrusted to Titus 

 
-​ We know this because there is a gospel summary in each chapter: 

-​ God promised salvation before the world began. The gospel work of redemption is a plan of 
God the Father (Ch 1). 

-​ It was the work of the Son (Ch 2). The Lamb of God that took away the sin of the world, and 
redeemed us from every lawless deed. 

-​ It is a result of the power of the Holy Spirit in regeneration and renewal (Ch 3). 
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