Bondslaves: the History of Slavery, the New Master and Father, and Onesimus (Titus 2:9-11)
e The history of slavery (secular background).

o Slavery predates written records and was a massively widespread practice, traceable to the rise
of agriculture in the Neolithic period, which created surpluses and a need for large workforces.
It also arose from three other routes:

m Conquest - captives of war taken to the victor's homeland.

m Debt - forced servitude until a debt was paid.

m Crime - slavery imposed as a sentence.
In the Classical World more than a third to a half of ancient Athens and Rome were enslaved.
Internal and external slave trades also existed across Africa and Asia, along the Sahara, the
Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean.

o The English word "slave" derives from "Slav," referencing the Eastern Europeans enslaved in
medieval times.

o Slavery was very widespread and commonplace, and was a part of everyday life in the past.

e Two types of servitude in the Old Testament.

o Debt-slavery (indentured servitude) was contractual and temporary.

m Israelites worked off debts, or were sold by family for a limited time, often six years, with
rules for humane treatment and release.

m The nation of Israel was the only nation to have these types of rule (Deu 15:12-18)

m Laws against mistreatment (Exo 21:1-6; Lev 25:39-46; Deu 23:14-16).

o Chattel slavery involved permanent ownership

m Defined as enslavement in which the slave is seen as a commaodity, or property. Such
enslaved persons were referred to as human chattel, and the practice meant slave
owners had far more control over enslaved peoples’ lives than in other forms of
servitude. This was much harsher with little hope of freedom.

m It was primarily for foreigners or war captives.

e Slavery in the Greco-Roman world of the New Testament.

o New Testament Slavery was a pervasive institution in the Roman empire, and early Christians
operated within it, unable to overturn the system immediately. The writers of the NT lived in this
Greco-Roman society.

m Slaves in the Roman Empire, like chattel, were also considered permanent property, but
their status wasn't always lifelong, allowing some to become citizens
Others faced permanent enslavement or death sentences in harsh conditions.
While many remained enslaved and faced severe abuse, skilled slaves could sometimes
earn money to buy freedom, or be freed by their masters, often around age 30, creating
a path to citizenship for some, but not all.

o Over a third to a half of the population in Rome were enslaved, split broadly into two types:

m Domestic slaves: working in a household setting, generally treated somewhat better,
expected to serve in a capacity unseen and unheard; though some were cherished like
family members (Luk 7:1-10).

m Public slaves: Worked as civil servants for the state. For example, a public slave would
provide free labor as a security officer, doctor, educator, accountant, etc.

o People entered slavery by several routes:

m The majority became slaves from being prisoners of war.

m Children born to an enslaved mother inherited her status.

m Clearing a debt and criminal sentencing were the other main routes.

o This was not a race-based system - anyone could become a slave.

o



o Prices for slaves ranged from roughly 500 to 6,000 denarii, with skilled slaves, such as tutors,
cooks, hairdressers, commanding higher prices.

o Becoming a believer in Christ while enslaved did not release them from earthly slavery. (1Co
7:20-21)

Exegesis of “Bondslave” in Tit 2:9:.

o The Greek word doulos translates "Bondslave", meaning a slave (literally or figuratively,
involuntarily or voluntarily; frequently therefore in a qualified sense of subjection or
subserviency): a bonded (man), servant.

o It derives from the verb de0, "to bind" - at root the word simply means "bound" or "tied to."

o Since we see that in Greek-Roman territories, chattel slavery was the norm, or the maijority, we
can make the argument that “bondslave” here can mean either involuntary or voluntary slavery
in the literal sense, but more likely in this setting, involuntary, enslaved against their will.

o The same word is used figuratively elsewhere:

m 1Co0 9:19-23: Paul describing his own evangelistic posture.
m Tit 1:1: Paul calls himself "a bond-servant of God".
Paul's mandates and their opposite.

o During this time period, slaves were owned as personal property, captives, prisoners of war. It
would have been very easy to be bitter and hostile towards their masters.

o And what does Paul command in this situation? He gives them a mandate:

m Subject themselves in everything
> Opposite: Being disobedient and rebellious
m Be well-pleasing
> Opposite: Being displeasing, unpleasant, disagreeable, offensive.
m  Not argumentative
> Opposite: Being quarrelsome, pugnacious, antagonistic.
m Not pilfering
> Opposite: Pilfering, stealing, or looting.
m Showing all good faith
> Opposite: Not being faithful, trustworthy or respectful to their masters, or not
reflecting their faith and Godliness in their servitude.

o Applied to today: the employer/employee relationship, or any relationship with someone in

authority over you, is where this mandate lands.
m  What we are to do: Subject yourself, be well-pleasing, not argumentative, not pilfering,
trustworthy - exactly the opposite of the world’s counsel.
m Yetitis precisely this Godly conduct, even under an unreasonable boss, that adorns the
doctrine of God and finds favor with Him (1Pe 2:18-19).
Enslaved to God, A new Master, and a new Father.

o Being a slave in Rome during Paul’s time was a tough situation.

o But now, as believers, they have a new situation, a new condition and a new status.

o Believers have been bought with a price out of slavery to sin, the old slave-master (Rom
6:20-22; 1Co 6:19-20). This is our Redemption.

Every believer now has a new Master. But He is the good Master.

Even though we are enslaved to God, we are free. (Joh 8:31-36)

Believers are therefore not merely slaves to God, but also children of God. Our new Master
has become our new Father, a loving heavenly Father as our master. (1Jn 3:1a, 2Co 6:18)
Paul draws the picture of an adopted heir (Gal 4:1-7):

Our inheritance is sealed by the Holy Spirit from our redemption: (Eph 1:10-14, 18),

It is undefiled and permanent: (1Pe 1:3-4)



o As heirs, it matters how we stand and conduct ourselves: (Col 1:10-12).
Our Father's discipline.

o Unlike an earthly slave master’s discipline and scourging, for their own benefit, our Father, out
of love, disciplines us for our good and benefit and we should not reject it or be angry about it,
so we can share in His holiness. (Heb 12:6-10, quoting Pro 3:11-12).

He is a giving Father who knows how to give good gifts (Mat 7:9-11).

We did not earn or deserve this love (Psa 103:9-13).

He is a protecting Father who carries us the way a man carries his son (Deu 1:30-31).

We are precious and provided for, worth more than many sparrows (Mat 6:26; Mat 10:29-31).
It is by faith, not by blood or human will, that we became His children (Joh 1:12-13).
Onesimus and Philemon - believer slave and master

o "For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men" (Tit 2:11) This states that a
slave's earthly master could himself be a believer, a fellow member of the body of Christ.

o Onesimus was a Christian slave, and Philemon was a wealthy Christian master living in
Colossae. Onesimus returns home to Philemon after running away, with a letter from Paul,
urging Philemon to receive him not as a slave, but as a redeemed beloved brother in Christ,
therefore illustrating Christian forgiveness and reconciliation, instead of severe punishment
(Phm 1:1-24). Onesimus apparently stole from him and ran away.

m Under Roman law this could carry the punishment of execution, or branding on the
forehead with the letter "F" for fugitive. With so much of the population enslaved,
punishment was taken very seriously for these offenses to avoid a slave revolt.

While away, Onesimus was tending to Paul during his imprisonment, becoming dear to him.
The name "Onesimus" means "useful, of great benefit.": Paul writes, "he formerly was useless
to you, but now is useful both to you and to me" (v. 11) - a name now finally lived up to.

o Paul offers to personally repay anything Onesimus owes, while gently reminding Philemon of
the far greater debt Philemon himself owes Paul - his very salvation (v. 18-19).

m This strongly suggests Paul had been the one to bring Philemon to Christ.

o Paul's other instructions to slaves and masters reinforce the same picture:

m Masters and slaves share one Master in heaven, (*Eph 6:5-9)

m No distinction between slave and free in Christ (*Gal 3:28-29 ).

m Slaves are to work "as for the Lord," and masters are to "grant to your slaves justice
and fairness" (*Col 3:22-4:1)

Why all of this matters - the tie to Titus 1:1.

o The whole reason for this extended mandate becomes clear when traced back to the Paul's
opening progression:

m Paul, A bondslave =

For the Faith (gospel) of those Chosen of God. =
Starts with the Knowledge of the truth (true knowledge) >
Leading to maturity =
Resulting in Godliness >
In the hope of eternal life (the ultimate outcome) =
Then straight into "show yourself to be an example... in all things" (2:7), and immediately
into the mandate for bondslaves (2:9-11).
o Slaves most needed the hope Paul is offering, precisely because their earthly situation was
often the most hopeless of any group in that society.
o They, more than almost anyone, could become the most powerful examples of that hope.
m If the one in slavery can serve in subjection in all things, reflecting Christ, they can be the
lamp in the lampstand... adorning the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.
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