Bondslaves: the History of Slavery, the New Master and Father, and Onesimus (Titus 2:9-11)
e Our Father's discipline.

o

o O O O O

Unlike an earthly slave master’s discipline and scourging, for their own benefit, our Father, out
of love, disciplines us for our good and benefit and we should not reject it or be angry about it,
so we can share in His holiness. (Heb 12:6-10, quoting Pro 3:11-12).

He is a giving Father who knows how to give good gifts (Mat 7:9-11).

We did not earn or deserve this love (Psa 103:9-13).

He is a protecting Father who carries us the way a man carries his son (Deu 1:30-31).

We are precious and provided for, worth more than many sparrows (Mat 6:26; Mat 10:29-31).

It is by faith, not by blood or human will, that we became His children (Joh 1:12-13).

e Onesimus and Philemon - believer slave and master

o

"For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men" (Tit 2:11) This states that a
slave's earthly master could himself be a believer, a fellow member of the body of Christ.
Onesimus was a Christian slave, and Philemon was a wealthy Christian master living in
Colossae. Onesimus returns home to Philemon after running away, with a letter from Paul,
urging Philemon to receive him not as a slave, but as a redeemed beloved brother in Christ,
therefore illustrating Christian forgiveness and reconciliation, instead of severe punishment
(Phm 1:1-24). Onesimus apparently stole from him and ran away.

m Under Roman law this could carry the punishment of execution, or branding on the
forehead with the letter "F" for fugitive. With so much of the population enslaved,
punishment was taken very seriously for these offenses to avoid a slave revolt.

While away, Onesimus was tending to Paul during his imprisonment, becoming dear to him.
The name "Onesimus" means "useful, of great benefit.": Paul writes, "he formerly was useless
to you, but now is useful both to you and to me" (v. 11) - a name now finally lived up to.
Paul offers to personally repay anything Onesimus owes, while gently reminding Philemon of
the far greater debt Philemon himself owes Paul - his very salvation (v. 18-19).

m This strongly suggests Paul had been the one to bring Philemon to Christ.
Paul's other instructions to slaves and masters reinforce the same picture:

m Masters and slaves share one Master in heaven, (Eph 6:5-9)

m No distinction between slave and free in Christ (Gal 3:28-29 ).

m Slaves are to work "as for the Lord," and masters are to "grant to your slaves justice
and fairness" (Col 3:22-4:1)

e Why all of this matters - the tie to Titus 1:1.

o

o

The whole reason for this extended mandate becomes clear when traced back to the Paul's
opening progression:
m Paul, A bondslave =
For the Faith (gospel) of those Chosen of God. =
Starts with the Knowledge of the truth (true knowledge) >
Leading to maturity =
Resulting in Godliness =
In the hope of eternal life (the ultimate outcome) =
Then straight into "show yourself to be an example... in all things" (2:7), and immediately
into the mandate for bondslaves (2:9-11).
Slaves most needed the hope Paul is offering, precisely because their earthly situation was
often the most hopeless of any group in that society.



o They, more than almost anyone, could become the most powerful examples of that hope.
m Ifthe one in slavery can serve in subjection in all things, reflecting Christ, they can be the
lamp in the lampstand... adorning the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.

e Glorifying God as a slave, or as anyone.
o Believers are "not our own" but "bought with a price" (1Co 6:19-20).
o This glorifying of God is accomplished in several ways:
Through good works that others see (Mat 5:16).
Through abiding in Christ and bearing fruit (Joh 15:7-8).
Through ordinary daily life and Godliness (1Co 10:31; Psa 96:1-7).
Through employing spiritual gifts as good stewards (1Pe 4:10-11).
m Through suffering as a Christian without shame (1Pe 4:16).
o None of this labor is wasted: "knowing your toil is not in vain in the Lord" (1Co 15:58).
o God will render to each person according to his deeds, not only unbelievers but believers.
m  With glory, honor, and eternal life for perseverance in doing good (Rom 2:5-11).
m A person reaps what he sows (Gal 6:7-9).
m  The crown of life awaits those who persevere under trial (Jas 1:12).

Paul's Summary of Chapter 2: Grace, Godliness, the Blessed Hope, and Rewards (Titus 2:11-15)
e Deny ungodliness and worldly desires.

o This is simply the opposite of anything of God, being "of the world."

o James puts it in the strongest possible terms: (Jas 4:4).

o Ungodliness is anything that distracts you from your purpose, or living in your spiritual gift. Paul
equates this to a soldier in active duty: (2Ti 2:4).

o Every believer was, before salvation, ungodly by nature (Rom 5:6-8; Rom 1:18), and still carries
the potential to live according to the world rather than to God. (Jud 1:1-4).

o Worldly desires are often referred to as “idols”, or anything that takes the place of God in your
motivation. It can be a person, a thing, or a concept.

o Being in the word on a regular basis, learning the truth and renewing our minds, will help us
recognize them, as they are often heavily promoted by the world.

o As believers, we still have the potential to live according to the world. In other words, we can still
live as unbelievers, as unrighteous, ungodly, according to when we were of the flesh.
Simply by NOT denying ungodliness and worldly desires.

e To Live sensibly, righteously, and godly. (Tit 2:12b)

o "Sensibly" in English has a standard, open meaning. But in the Greek the word s6phron is
more in-depth, meaning safe, sound in mind, self controlled, discreet, sober, temperate, prudent
or sensible. It means “of sober mind”, or being able to think correctly or clearly.

o It's part of being the example: Sensible living gives benefits that show publically. But it's not
alone...

o To also live Righteously and Godly in the present age

o Living Righteously is a “visible” thing... an example to the world. We are the righteousness of
God as believers. Living in it, or practicing it, makes us the example. (Joh 3:21)

Godliness is also a large part that reflects and supports the truth. (Joh 3:21).
Paul's gives us the defacto definition of Godliness in Ephesians: "be imitators of God, as
beloved children... and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you" (Eph 5:1-11).

o It simply means we are adopted children of the creator of life, the universe and everything.

We should act accordingly.



Looking for the blessed hope. (Tit 2:13)
o Notice this follows the command for us to live sensibly, righteously and Godly...
o What does it mean? Simply, as we live sensibly, righteously, Godly... we are to look for, or
eagerly await, our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

m Paul makes a parallel statement in Philippians: "let us keep living by that same standard
to which we have attained... For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly
wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ" (Php 3:16-21).

o This waiting has a goal: the crown of righteousness awarded at the judgment seat of Christ to
"all who have loved His appearing" (2Ti 4:5-8; 2Co 5:9-10).
o What does “hope” mean?

m In our everyday English, hope usually means uncertainty. “| hope so...”, or “| hope that
happens...”. Maybe it will, maybe it won’t. But, in the Greek here, it has a distinct
meaning.

m  Greek word: elpis [el-pece'], means (to anticipate, usually with pleasure); expectation
(abstract or concrete) or with confidence:

m It's a Confident Expectation, with Joy. Since this hope is based on the promises of
God, it is a concrete expectation.

Paul proclaims Christ Himself as "our hope" (1Ti 1:1).

Our hope is tied to the mystery Paul laid out: (Col 1:25-29).

This hope is based on the promise of Christ from God, written by the prophets: (Rom
15:8-13).



