
Paul's Summary of Chapter 2: Grace, Good Deeds, and Rewards (Titus 2:11-15) [continued] 
●​ To Live sensibly, righteously, and godly. (Tit 2:12b) 

○​ "Sensibly" in English has a standard, open meaning. But in the Greek (the word sōphrōn) is 
more in-depth, meaning safe, sound in mind, self controlled (moderate as to opinion or passion): 
- discreet, sober, temperate, prudent or sensible. It means “of sober mind”, or being able to 
think correctly or clearly. 

■​ The word sōphrōn is only used in the book of Titus. Paul may have chosen this word 
because of the worldly, ungodly behavior of the Cretan people and their corrupt legacy. 

○​ It’s part of being the example: Sensible living gives benefits that show publically. 
○​ To also live Righteously and Godly in the present age 

■​ Living Righteously is a “visible” thing… an example to the world. We are the 
righteousness of God as believers. Living in it, or practicing it, makes us the example. 

○​ Godliness is also a large part that reflects and supports the truth. (Joh 3:21) 
○​ Paul gives us the de facto definition of Godliness in Ephesians: (Eph 5:1-11). 
○​ It simply means we are adopted children of the creator of life, the universe and everything. 

We should act accordingly. 
●​ Looking for the blessed hope. (Tit 2:13) 

○​ What does it mean? Simply, as we live sensibly, righteously, Godly… we are to look for, or 
eagerly await, our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

■​ Paul makes a parallel statement in Philippians: (Php 3:16-21). 
○​ This waiting has a goal: the crown of righteousness awarded at the judgment seat of Christ (2Ti 

4:5-8; 2Co 5:9-10). 
○​ What does “hope” mean? 

■​ In our everyday English, hope usually means uncertainty. “I hope so…”, or “I hope that 
happens…”. Maybe it will, maybe it won’t. How can uncertainty be blessed? But, ‘hope’ 
in the Greek here has a distinct meaning. 

■​ Greek word: elpis [el-pece'], means (to anticipate, usually with pleasure); expectation 
(abstract or concrete) or with confidence:  

■​ It’s a Confident Expectation, with Joy. Since this hope is based on the promises of 
God, it is a concrete expectation. 

■​ Paul proclaims Christ Himself as "our hope", the blessed hope (1Ti 1:1). 
■​ Our hope is tied to the mystery Paul laid out: (Col 1:25-29). 
■​ This hope is based on the promise of Christ from God, written by the prophets: (Rom 

15:8-13). 
●​ Who gave Himself to redeem us. (Tit 2:14) 

○​ "Redeem" in the Greek is lutroō - to release by paying a ransom, to buy back, implying a price 
paid to liberate a captive; the related noun lutron is "a redemption price, an atonement." 

○​ This is a spiritual liberation, releasing believers from the penalty and power of sin - the old 
slave-master - and transferring them into the kingdom of Christ (Rom 6:18; Col 1:13-14). 

○​ We were also redeemed from the curse of the law, Christ Himself becoming a curse for us (Gal 
3:10-14). 

○​ What was the Ransom paid? (Mar 10:42-45) Christ Himself… How? 
○​ The ransom price was not silver or gold, but Christ's own blood. (Eph 1:7-8; 1Pe 1:18-19). 

●​ A purified people for His own possession. 
○​ What was once said only of the nation of Israel is now, in the mystery revealed to Paul, 

extended to Gentile believers as well. 
■​ Then: "You shall be My own possession among all the peoples" (Exo 19:5-6, Deu 7:6-8). 
■​ Now: Fellow heirs… (Eph 3:1-6; Eph 1:7-14), God’s own possession. 



○​ The prerequisite for belonging to Christ is purity, accomplished through redemption, His blood. 
■​ Cleansed with blood: (Heb 9:22). 
■​ Purification: (1Jn 3:2-3) 

○​ Heirs according to promise: (Gal 3:28-29), the tie into Israel. 
○​ Peter applies the same Old Testament language directly to the church: (1Pe 2:9). 
○​ We are given to Christ by the Father, beloved and kept for Him (Joh 17:6, 9, [for all] 20; Jud 

1:1). Beloved and kept is a strong statement of eternal security: (Joh 10:26-29). 
○​ The reality of who we are in Christ: 

■​ We are Chosen (Tit 1:1, 1PE 2:9) [Israel was a chosen nation] 
■​ We are Priests (1PE 2) [Israel had levitical priests] 
■​ We are Holy [Israel was a Holy Nation only by keeping the covenant] 
■​ We are His sheep (Joh 10:14-16) 
■​ We are His bondslaves (Eph 6:6., 1Co 7:22, Rom 6:22) 
■​ We are His adopted children (Rom 8:15, Eph 1:5, 1Jn 3:1, Gal 4:5-7) 
■​ We are His heirs according to promise (Gal 3:29, Eph 3:6, Rom 8:17) 
■​ We are fellow members of the body of Christ (*Eph 3:6, 1Co 12:12-13+, Rom 12:4-5) 
■​ We are a purified people of His possession (Tit 2:14) 

○​ How we should walk: 
■​ As imitators (Eph 5:1), As representatives (Php 2:15), As ambassadors (2Co 5:20). 

●​ Zealous for good deeds - a theme that runs methodically through the whole letter. 
○​ Every mention of good deeds in the letter - Tit 1:16; 2:7,14; 3:1,5,8,14. 
○​ We were created for exactly this purpose: (Eph 2:10). 
○​ It is His work that He prepared in you (Php 2:13). 
○​ He has equipped us for this (Heb 13:20-21). 
○​ This work is never self-directed but always toward others. (Php 2:3-5, 1Jn 3:16-18). 
○​ Living for self is neither God's will nor pleasing to Him, and brings Him no glory. Quite the 

opposite. 
●​ Paul’s chapter 2 summary of what he’s taught Titus, and how the church is to establish, grow and 

serve is for a reason and purpose. Note the flow: 
1.​ By God’s grace we are saved (Tit 2:11). ➔ 
2.​ For us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires (Tit 2:12) ➔ 
3.​ To live sensibly, Godly and righteous right now (Tit 2:12) ➔ 

■​ Being a light in the darkness, and the example (referring back to Tit 2:7) 
4.​ All the while, looking for and eagerly awaiting our Savior, the reason to be Godly (Tit 2:13). ➔ 
5.​ Who redeemed us by faith, from every lawless deed (Tit 2:14) ➔ 
6.​ So that we can be a pure people of His own possession, not living for self, but to be zealous for 

good deeds… to do His will and work that He predestined and prepared us to do (Tit 2:14). 
■​ Note: We were redeemed from lawless deeds, purified to accomplish good deeds. 

●​ Paul's closing instruction for Chapter 2: (*Tit 2:15). 
○​ Three directives: speak, motivate, correct. 

■​ What things? The whole of chapter 2 in general, but the summary points Paul makes.⬆ 
○​ With all authority: Spiritual leaders are to teach with full authority as representatives and 

imitators of Christ. They are to: Be grounded in the truth, Speak and teach, Exhort and motivate, 
Correct and reprove when needed, in love. 

○​ Because they have been given authority by God (1Th 4:1-2, Mat 7:28-29; Luk 4:31-32). 
■​ An authority given Him by the Father (Mat 28:18; Joh 17:1-2). 

○​ The purpose of that authority is to guard the souls in their charge (Heb 13:17). 


