
Paul's Summary of Chapter 2: Grace, Good Deeds, and Rewards (Titus 2:11-15) 
●​ A purified people for His own possession. 

○​ What was once said only of the nation of Israel is now, in the mystery revealed to Paul, 
extended to Gentile believers as well. 

■​ Then: "You shall be My own possession among all the peoples" (Exo 19:5-6, Deu 7:6-8). 
■​ Now: Fellow heirs… (Eph 3:1-6; Eph 1:7-14), God’s own possession. 

○​ The prerequisite for belonging to Christ is purity, accomplished through redemption, His blood. 
■​ Cleansed with blood: (Heb 9:22). 
■​ Purification: (1Jn 3:2-3) 

○​ Heirs according to promise: (Gal 3:28-29), the tie into Israel. 
○​ Peter applies the same Old Testament language directly to the church: (1Pe 2:9). 
○​ We are given to Christ by the Father, beloved and kept for Him (Joh 17:6, 9, [for all] 20; Jud 

1:1). Beloved and kept is a strong statement of eternal security: (Joh 10:26-29). 
○​ The reality of who we are in Christ: 

■​ We are Chosen (Tit 1:1, 1PE 2:9) [Israel was a chosen nation] 
■​ We are Priests (1PE 2) [Israel had levitical priests] 
■​ We are Holy [Israel was a Holy Nation only by keeping the covenant] 
■​ We are His sheep (Joh 10:14-16) 
■​ We are His bondslaves (Eph 6:6., 1Co 7:22, Rom 6:22) 
■​ We are His adopted children (Rom 8:15, Eph 1:5, 1Jn 3:1, Gal 4:5-7) 
■​ We are His heirs according to promise (Gal 3:29, Eph 3:6, Rom 8:17) 
■​ We are fellow members of the body of Christ (Eph 3:6, 1Co 12:12-13+, Rom 12:4-5) 
■​ We are a purified people of His possession (Tit 2:14) 

○​ How we should walk: 
■​ As imitators (Eph 5:1), As representatives (Php 2:15), As ambassadors (2Co 5:20). 

●​ Zealous for good deeds - a theme that runs methodically through the whole letter. 
○​ Every mention of good deeds in the letter - Tit 1:16; 2:7,14; 3:1,5,8,14. 
○​ We were created for exactly this purpose: (Eph 2:10). 
○​ It is His work that He prepared in you (Php 2:13). 
○​ He has equipped us for this (Heb 13:20-21). 
○​ This work is never self-directed but always toward others. (Php 2:3-5, 1Jn 3:16-18). 
○​ Living for self is neither God's will nor pleasing to Him, and brings Him no glory. Quite the 

opposite. 
●​ Paul’s chapter 2 summary of what he’s taught Titus, and how the church is to establish, grow and 

serve is for a reason and purpose. Note the flow: 
1.​ By God’s grace we are saved (Tit 2:11). ➔ 
2.​ For us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires (Tit 2:12) ➔ 
3.​ To live sensibly, Godly and righteous right now (Tit 2:12) ➔ 

■​ Being a light in the darkness, and the example (referring back to Tit 2:7) 
4.​ All the while, looking for and eagerly awaiting our Savior, the reason to be Godly (Tit 2:13). ➔ 
5.​ Who redeemed us by faith, from every lawless deed (Tit 2:14) ➔ 
6.​ So that we can be a pure people of His own possession, not living for self, but to be zealous for 

good deeds… to do His will and work that He predestined and prepared us to do (Tit 2:14). 
■​ Note: We were redeemed from lawless deeds, purified to accomplish good deeds. 

●​ Paul's closing instruction for Chapter 2: (*Tit 2:15). 
○​ Three directives: speak, motivate, correct. 

■​ What things? The whole of chapter 2 in general, but the summary points Paul makes.⬆ 



○​ With all authority: Spiritual leaders are to teach with full authority as representatives and 
imitators of Christ. They are to: Be grounded in the truth, Speak and teach, Exhort and motivate, 
Correct and reprove when needed, in love. 

○​ Because they have been given authority by God (1Th 4:1-2, Mat 7:28-29; Luk 4:31-32). 
■​ An authority given Him by the Father (Mat 28:18; Joh 17:1-2). 

○​ The purpose of that authority is to guard the souls in their charge (Heb 13:17). 
 
Chapter 3 Begins: Submission to Authorities (Titus 3:1-2) 

●​ The opening passage: Tit 3:1-2  
○​ Paul starts chapter 3 with a first line succeeding from the last line of chapter 2 on purpose.​

Tit 2:15  “These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard 
you.”​
Tit 3:1a - "Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient…” 

○​ We see Paul going right into another mandate… be subject to rulers and authorities…  
○​ He tells Titus to act boldly in his authority given to him, and then instructs him to teach the 

Cretan believers to respect their authorities… This is all authorities BTW, not just the church 
authorities.  

●​ Submission to authority matters. 
○​ Why? Because it’s what God wants. It’s Godly behavior. It sets believers apart from worldly 

people. 
○​ Being subject to authority allows you to be ready for Good Deeds. (*Rom 13:1-7). 
○​ Being properly oriented to authority is tied directly to having a clear conscience and to being 

"ready for every good deed." 
○​ You may think that if we have an improper government, or don’t believe in the practices they are 

in, that you don’t have to honor that authority, or pay taxes, or respect them. This passage 
shows God commands otherwise. And, it may not seem like it, but it’s for your benefit. There is 
only one instance where we are NOT to obey worldly authorities whom we are under: That is 
when they have rules or laws that are explicitly against or contrary to the word of God. 

●​ The practical instructions. 
○​ Tit 3:1b “to malign no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing every consideration for all men.” 
○​ To "malign" someone is to utter injuriously misleading or false reports about them - to defame 

or slander, exactly what the Cretan believers were prone to doing. 
○​ Paul instructs Titus to remind believers to submit to government, be obedient, be proactive in 

doing good, and to be peaceable, considerate, and gentle toward all. 
■​ A tall order given Crete's reputation for corruption. 

 
The Trustworthy Statement: Who We Were and Who We Are (Titus 3:3-8) 

●​ A trustworthy statement: 
○​ What is a trustworthy statement?  

■​ When Paul says this, he is denoting something very important for you to believe. It can 
be compared to when Jesus would lead a passage with “Truly, Truly”, again, denoting 
something very important for you to believe. 

■​ (Joh 5:19, 24; Joh 6:38, 47-48; Joh 8:58; Php 2:8; Rom 5:19) 
○​ This phrase Paul used only when instructing Titus and Timothy… it serves as a creed-like stamp 

of approval for essential biblical truths. We see also in: 
■​ 1Ti 4:6-9, 1Ti 1:15, 1Ti 3:1, 2Ti 2:10-11, Tit 3:8:   


