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Galatians 5:1-4 

 

Gal 4:31-5:5 

 

31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free. 

 

5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again 

with the yoke of bondage. 

 

2 Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. 

 

3 For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. 

 

4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from 

grace. 

 

5 For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 

KJV 

 

Context 

 

Acts 15:1-29 

 

15 Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, "Unless you are circumcised 

according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." 2 And when Paul and Barnabas had great 

dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of 

them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue. 3 Therefore, being sent 

on their way by the church, they were passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail 

the conversion of the Gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the brethren. 4 When they arrived at 

Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that 

God had done with them. 5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, "It 

is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses."  

6 The apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter. 7 After there had been much 

debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a choice 

among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 "And 

God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; 9 and 

He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith. 10 "Now therefore why do 

you put God to the test by placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor 

we have been able to bear? 11 "But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, 

in the same way as they also are."  

12 All the people kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating what 

signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.  

James's Judgment 

13 After they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, "Brethren, listen to me. 14 "Simeon has 

related how God first concerned Himself about taking from among the Gentiles a people for His name.  
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15 "With this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written,  

16 'AFTER THESE THINGS I will return,AND I WILL REBUILD THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID WHICH HAS 

FALLEN,AND I WILL REBUILD ITS RUINS,AND I WILL RESTORE IT, 17 SO THAT THE REST OF MANKIND MAY 

SEEK THE LORD,AND ALL THE GENTILES WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME,' 18 SAYS THE LORD, WHO 

MAKES THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM LONG AGO.  

 

19 "Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the 

Gentiles, 20 but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from 

fornication and from what is strangled and from blood. 21 "For Moses from ancient generations has in 

every city those who preach him, since he is read in the synagogues every Sabbath."  

 

22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from 

among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas — Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading 

men among the brethren, 23 and they sent this letter by them, 

 

"The apostles and the brethren who are elders, to the brethren in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia who are 

from the Gentiles, greetings. 24 "Since we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no 

instruction have disturbed you with their words, unsettling your souls, 25 it seemed good to us, having 

become of one mind, to select men to send to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who 

have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

27 "Therefore we have sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will also report the same things by word of 

mouth. 28 "For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than 

these essentials: 29 that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from things 

strangled and from fornication; if you keep yourselves free from such things, you will do well. Farewell."  

NASU 

 

Acts 21:17-26 

 

17 After we arrived in Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. 18 And the following day Paul went in 

with us to James, and all the elders were present. 19 After he had greeted them, he began to relate one 

by one the things which God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 20 And when they 

heard it they began glorifying God; and they said to him, "You see, brother, how many thousands there 

are among the Jews of those who have believed, and they are all zealous for the Law; 21 and they have 

been told about you, that you are teaching all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, 

telling them not to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the customs. 22 "What, then, is to 

be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. 23 "Therefore do this that we tell you. We have 

four men who are under a vow; 24 take them and purify yourself along with them, and pay their 

expenses so that they may shave their heads; and all will know that there is nothing to the things which 

they have been told about you, but that you yourself also walk orderly, keeping the Law. 25 "But 

concerning the Gentiles who have believed, we wrote, having decided that they should abstain from 

meat sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what is strangled and from fornication." 26 Then Paul 

took the men, and the next day, purifying himself along with them, went into the temple giving notice of 

the completion of the days of purification, until the sacrifice was offered for each one of them.  

NASU 

 

 

Galatians is about two principles that are diametrically opposed to one another. 
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Namely, law and grace. 

 

Passage grace Law 

1:6-10 Gospel of the grace of Christ Different gospel 

2:4 Liberty in Christ Jesus False brethren - bondage 

2:16 Justified by faith in Christ Justified by works of the Law 

2:19 Live to God Died to the Law 

3:2 Receive the Spirit by hearing 

with faith 

Or by works of the Law? 

3:3 Begun by the Spirit Being perfected by the flesh? 

3:10-14 Receive the promise of the 

Spirit through faith 

Under a curse 

3:11-12 Righteous man lives by faith He who practices the Law shall 

live by the works of the Law 

3:15-18 Inheritance granted to Abraham 

by means of a promise 

IN heritance not based on Law 

3:23-26 Sons of God through faith in 

Christ; no longer under the Law 

Under the custody of the Law as 

a guardian 

4:1=7 NO longer a slave, but a son and 

an heir 

Child - held in bondage; no 

different than a slave 

4:21-26 Son of the free woman, children 

of the promise, Jerusalem 

above 

Son of the bond-woman, of the 

flesh, slaves. Under the Mosaic 

Covenant , Jerusalem on earth 

5:1 Keep standing firm in the 

freedom Christ died to set us 

free in 

DO not be subject again to a 

yoke of slavery 

   

 

 

Gal 4:8-11 

 However at that time, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those which by nature are no 

gods. 9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn 

back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over 

again? 10 You observe days and months and seasons and years. 11 I fear for you, that perhaps I have 

labored over you in vain.  

NASU 

 

Detour back to being enslaved. 

 

Gal 4:21-23 

21 Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law? 22 For it is written that 

Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman.  

NASU 
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Abraham received circumcision not as a means of righteousness but rather as a sign of the righteousness 

God had credited to him on the basis of his faith. 

 

Rom 4:1-15 

 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found? 2 For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does 

the Scripture say? "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS." 4 

Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due. 5 But to the one who 

does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, 6 just 

as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works:  

7 "BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN,AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN 

COVERED. 8 "BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT."  

 

9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we say, "FAITH WAS 

CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS." 10 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, 

or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; 11 and he received the sign of 

circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he 

might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited 

to them, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also 

follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised.  

13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not 

through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those who are of the Law are heirs, 

faith is made void and the promise is nullified; 15 for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no 

law, there also is no violation.  

NASU 

 

In the same way, the Judaizers were not compelling the Galatian saints to be circumcised in order to be 

saved but rather as a sign that they would live according to the law after they were saved. 

 

Some wanted to be under law as a rule of life.  

 

Chapters 1-4 give teaching about the incompatibility between Law and grace. 

 

Chapters 5-6 give practical exhortation to the saints about how to live in the freedom of Christ and not 

be enslaved by the Law as their rule of life. 

 

Gal 5:7-8 

 

7 You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth? 8  

NASU 

 

Paul never speaks of running to refer to eternal salvation. Instead, he speaks of running in reference to 

our race for the purpose of being rewarded. 

 

Often he includes himself. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24 
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24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a 

way that you may win. NASU 

1 Corinthians 9:26 

26 Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air; NASU 

Galatians 2:2 

2 It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach 

among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be 

running, or had run, in vain. NASU 

Philippians 2:16 

16 holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not 

run in vain nor toil in vain. NASU 

Hebrews 12:1 

Jesus, the Example 

12 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every 

encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 

before us, NASU 

 

The remainder of chapter 5 and most of chapter 6 deal with living the Christian life after salvation. In 

other words, he deals with practical sanctification not redemption. 

 

For example: 

 

Gal 5:13-19 

 

13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the 

flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the 

statement, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 15 But if you bite and devour one 

another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.  

 

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its 

desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so 

that you may not do the things that you please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 

Law.  

NASU 

 

Gal 5:25-6:5 

 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one 

another, envying one another. 

 

Bear One Another's Burdens 

 

6 Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit 

of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 2 Bear one another's 

burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, 

he deceives himself. 4 But each one must examine his own work, and then he will have reason for 

boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another. 5 For each one will bear his own load.  

NASU 
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Gal 6:6-10 

 

6 The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him.  7 Do not be 

deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. 8 For the one who sows to 

his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit 

reap eternal life. 9 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow 

weary. 10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who 

are of the household of the faith.  

NASU 

 

THis is dealing with the production of the Spirit: 

 

Rom 8:1-11 

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of 

life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For what the Law could not do, 

weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an 

offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in 

us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who are according to 

the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things 

of the Spirit. 6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7 

because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, 

for it is not even able to do so,  8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  

 

9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if 

anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 10 If Christ is in you, though the 

body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him 

who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life 

to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.  

NASU 


