
Dishonest Gain, Supporting the Ministry, Paul's Trade, and the example of Priscilla & Aquila 
●​ Many churches regard themselves purely as a business (Impure Motives) 

○​ They follow a strict business plan and marketing campaign to gain members and donation 
numbers. Unfortunately, many of these are the popular choice, preaching things like the 
prosperity gospel. 

●​ Elders deserve double honor (respect and financial support) 
○​  (1Ti 5:17–18). Paul likened the elder to a slave worker having the right to his pay. 

●​ Paul was a tentmaker. 
○​ It was his trade profession. (Act 18:1–5). 
○​ It was not merely to support himself, but the men with him in the ministry, and also for the 

community, and coveted no one’s wealth. He was setting an example for others to follow. 
(20:32–35) 

○​ His trade was itself a witness in this support, unlike the Pharisees who had no heart for the 
people. 

●​ Paul had a support system.  
○​ Paul was not always self-sufficient; the Philippians gave repeatedly (Php 4:10–20),  and 

sacrificially (2Co 8:1–15),  
○​ At one point he was able to completely devote himself to the word. (Act 18:5) He was able to do 

this simply because he had no lack due to his support system. 
○​ And this resulted in his ability to do the important work he needed to do: solemnly testifying to 

the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 
●​ Priscilla and Aquila  

○​ An entrepreneurial couple and fellow workers with Paul that used their resources to meet needs, 
start churches, and instruct fellow believers in the truth, and complete a work Paul started. 

○​ They hosted Paul (Act 18:1-3) 
○​ They travelled with Paul and were a large part of his ministry (Act 18:18) 
○​ They instruct fellow believers in the truth: Apollos (Act 18:24-28). 
○​ They lived in, and helped establish churches in Corinth, Ephesus, and Rome. (1Co 16:19, Phm 

1:1–2, 2Ti 4:19) 
○​ They risked their lives for him (Rom 16:3-4) 
○​ They followed the example Paul set, completing work they witnessed him start. 

●​ Conclusion: When the truth is involved, working, sharing and supporting have intrinsic value to the 
faith. This is in stark contrast to the deceiving men of the circumcision, who only had personal gain in 
mind, had no heart for the people, and were refuting Christ. 

The Three Cretan Traits and Severe Reproof as the Antidote (Titus 1:12–14) 
●​ The passage: Tit 1:12–14 

○​ Paul affirms the quote as true - a striking, almost uncomfortable moment of brutal honesty about 
the culture Titus was ministering in. 

●​ The Hellenistic root of the three traits: Cretan worship of the Greek god Zeus. 
○​ Cretan mythology held that Zeus was born and died on Crete. 
○​ Zeus himself is recorded in Cretan legend as a seducing womanizer who resorted to lying when 

seduction failed. 
○​ The Cretans took pride in, and immortalized his shady, underhanded character. 

●​ Trait 1 - Perpetual liars. 



○​ It was so much the standard nature of the Cretan people to lie that the word "cretinize" became 
known, meaning to be without reason or sound judgment. 

○​ Zeus was a known liar, and the Cretans were liars by nature, imitating their god. 
○​ We saw Paul’s contrast by opening the letter to Titus like this: (Tit 1:2). 

●​ Trait 2 - Violently evil, "evil beasts." 
○​ Cretans were known for their savage nature. Their men often served as mercenary soldiers, 

killing for the highest bidder - a violent lifestyle they lusted after. 
○​ The contrast Paul draws: (Tit 2:2). 

●​ Trait 3 - Lazy gluttons, addicted to worldly pleasure. 
○​ Cretan women in this period epitomized what was called "the new Roman woman", another 

Hellenistic adoption. 
■​ They exploited that freedom to shirk marriage and household responsibility in favor of 

casual sex, drinking, and worldly appetites, living wholly for themselves. 
○​ The contrast Paul draws: (Tit 2:3–5). 

●​ Summarized another way: Titus's task was to teach believers in Crete to live soberly, justly, and 
righteously. 

○​ Soberly - not as out-of-control gluttons. 
○​ Justly - not as violent beasts. 
○​ Righteously - not as unrighteous liars. 
○​ Paul essentially restates this summary later: (Tit 2:11–12). Titus had his work cut out for him. 

●​ Why this mattered for the church in Crete. 
○​ These were newer believers, newer members of the body of Christ in the churches there. 

■​ Continuing in their old ways - not living out their new position in Christ - made them 
susceptible to falling away from the truth. 

○​ The false teachers were watching this behavior and using it as an argument: "See! Look at what 
they're doing! They need the Law!" 

■​ But the Law was never the solution - no one is justified by the Law. 
●​ The solution: severe reproof, not the Law. 

○​ "For this reason reprove them severely so that they may be sound in the faith" (Tit 1:13). 
○​ To reprove is to criticize or express disapproval of someone's actions or behavior, often with a 

kind intent to correct a fault - it’s a reprimand or reproach aimed at restoration, not 
condemnation. 

●​ The tie to being an example. 
○​ Paul later ties this directly to Titus's own example: (Tit 2:7–8). 
○​ As believers, we are ambassadors for Christ, dignitaries under constant observation by the 

people around us - including our opponents. 
■​ People see every decision we make, hear everything we say, and watch everything we 

do. 
○​ That is the whole point of severe reproof: it is aimed at producing believers who are sound in the 

faith and therefore credible examples, so that opponents are put to shame and left with nothing 
bad to say. 



 

​
Purity, Freedom in Christ, and the Conscience (Titus 1:15–16) 

●​ The passage: Tit 1:15–16  
○​ At first hearing or reading, this can sound like a promise that the pure will never think or act 

impurely - but that is not Paul's point, and is in any case impossible in the flesh. 
●​ Who are the pure? 

○​ Anyone who is a believer in Christ is cleansed by His blood and is therefore, by definition, pure 
(1Jn 1:7). 

○​ His blood was our redemption, purchased not with perishable things like silver or gold but with 
the precious, unblemished blood of Christ (1Pe 1:18–19). 

○​ It is the shedding of blood that accomplishes the cleansing - this was the picture given in the Old 
Testament law. 

■​ Mat 26:28 - "this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 
forgiveness of sins." 

■​ Heb 9:22 - "without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness." 
●​ Permanent purity versus Old Testament purity. 

○​ Our purification in Christ is a once-for-all, permanent purification. 
○​ Old Testament purity, by contrast, was a temporary state requiring a long, detailed process, and 

it was for the nation of Israel only. 
■​ Animal blood was used to purify and atone for sin, purify holy spaces, and ratify 

covenants. (Heb 9:19-22) 
○​ The Soreg was the physical picture of that separation. 

■​ It was a low stone wall topped with a wooden lattice fence in the Second Temple, 
separating the Court of the Gentiles from the inner courts that only ritually pure, 
circumcised Jewish men could enter. 

■​ Inscriptions in Greek and Latin warned that any Gentile who crossed it would be put to 
death. 

■​ That dividing wall was broken down by the blood of Christ, reconciling Jew and Gentile 
into one new man and establishing peace (Eph 2:11–16). 

●​ The Old Testament purification process, in contrast to our permanent purity. 
○​ It covered dietary restriction, bodily discharges and childbirth, skin disease, and contact with the 

dead (Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy). 
○​ It required washing with water, sacrifices, the ashes of a red heifer mixed with water for 

contamination from a corpse, and sprinkling with water, blood, hyssop, cedar wood, and scarlet 
yarn. 

○​ We are washed instead by the word and the Spirit (Eph 5:25-26; Tit 3:5). 
○​ Christ was our once-for-all sacrifice: (Heb 10:1–13). 

■​ It was once; it was permanent, and it was for all. Believers are, by definition, pure. 
​
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●​ What this purity actually refers to: our new freedom in Christ. 
○​ This is a freedom available to believers that’s not possible to those outside of Christ (Joh 8:36). 
○​ Paul says it another way: (1Co 6:12) - we have freedom to do all things, but not all things are 

profitable or glorifying to God. 
○​ This new freedom includes freedom from the ceremonial law, which Christ fulfilled rather than 

abolished (Mat 5:17-18; Col 2:16–17). 
○​ For the Jews this concept was hard to grasp. 

■​ Peter himself had to be corrected in a vision before he would eat what the law called 
unclean, learning that God had cleansed the Gentiles and that nothing He has cleansed 
should be called unholy (Act 10:9–15). 

●​ This freedom carries discernment and responsibility. 
○​ "For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for 

the flesh" (Gal 5:13). 
○​ This is precisely what the Cretan believers were doing - using their new freedom as license 

rather than living in their position in Christ, which is why they needed to be reproved severely. 
○​ Believers are not to make a newer/weaker brother stumble by the exercise of their freedom 

(1Co 8:1–13; 1Co 10:23–33) - knowledge alone makes one arrogant, and can wound a brother's 
weak conscience, but love edifies. 

■​ An example of discernment is say if you are dining with someone who has a weakness 
or addiction to alcohol, and they are trying to remain sober. You have the freedom to 
have a drink in front of them. But doing so may make them stumble. 

○​ A soul and a conscience of a new believer is a delicate thing, and as we mature, having this 
discernment in things we do and say is paramount in our spiritual lives, and the protection of 
others. 

●​ Four things about our freedom in Christ (Gal 5:1): 
1.​ We have Freedom from slavery: Paul warns against returning to a life of bondage, particularly to 

the rigid legalism some in the early church, and some churches today, are advocating for, which 
Paul calls a "yoke of slavery". 

2.​ Basis of Freedom in Christ: This is a freedom found in faith and grace, not through adherence to 
the law, and it liberates believers from sin and its power. 

3.​ Standing firm in this Freedom: The call to "stand firm" is a command to not give up this 
newfound freedom or be pulled back into old ways of thinking or living that held them in spiritual 
slavery. 

4.​ The Purpose of freedom: The freedom given by Christ is to be used to live a life that bears fruit 
for God, serving in the new way of the Spirit, not for selfish purposes. 

●​ To unbelievers, by contrast, nothing is pure. 
○​ Even inherently good things get turned to worthless ends because the unbeliever's mind and 

conscience are defiled (Tit 1:15)  
○​ Only the light of the gospel and the regeneration of the Spirit can bring a person into real purity. 
○​ The blood of Christ cleanses the believer's conscience specifically: (Heb 9:14). 

■​ This is the very goal of Paul's instruction: (1Ti 1:5). 
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