Come and have breakfast

John 21:1-25

21 After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of
Tiberias, and He manifested Himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, and Thomas called
Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two
others of His disciples were together.

9 So when they got out on the land, they saw a charcoal fire already laid and fish
placed on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish which you
have now caught.” 11 Simon Peter went up and drew the net to land, full of large
fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not
torn.

Jesus Provides

12 Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples ventured to
question Him, "Who are You?" knowing that it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took
the bread and gave it to them, and the fish likewise. 14 This is now the third time
that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after He was raised from the dead.

The Love Motivation



15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of
John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that |
love You." He said to him, "Tend My lambs." 16 He said to him again a second time,
"Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that |
love You." He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep." 17 He said to him the third time,
"Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the
third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You
know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Tend My sheep.

Our Times Are in His Hand

18 "Truly, truly, | say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and
walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands
and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go." 19
Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when
He had spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me!"

20 Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; the
one who also had leaned back on His bosom at the supper and said, "Lord, who is
the one who betrays You?" 21 So Peter seeing him said to Jesus, "Lord, and what
about this man?" 22 Jesus said to him, "If | want him to remain until | come, what is
that to you? You follow Me!"



23 Therefore this saying went out among the brethren that that disciple would not
die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but only, "If | want him to
remain until | come, what is that to you?"

24 This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and wrote these things, and
we know that his testimony is true.

25 And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written
in detail, | suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that
would be written.

/This is the most beautiful chapter that has ever been written.\
Jesus has already risen from the dead. He then appeared to the apostles on two
other occasions. Those both occurred in Jerusalem, in a room whose doors were

locked for fear of the Jews.

Now the scene has shifted to the shores of Lake Tiberius. It begins in the darkness
of the night.



Seven of the twelve apostles are here: Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus,
and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee - John and James, and
two others of His disciples.

Peter would once again take the initiative. He simply said: “ | am going fishing”.
Now | want you to think about that.

/Peter and John saw the empty tomb. \

/Later on, all but Thomas saw Jesus enter through locked doors, alive from the
dead.\

Then, a week later, Thomas was present when Jesus entered the room again. /He
showed Thomas the nail prints in His hands, and His side, which the soldier’s spear
had pierced. \

And yet — now, some time later, these men gather on the shores of Lake Tiberius,
and Peter says | am going fishing!



On one level that’s pretty remarkable! After all that has transpired, he is going back
to his job and his business.

But then again, it makes sense, doesn’t it. As of yet, Jesus hadn’t given any
instructions as to what He wants them to do.

/So they do what they have always done — go fishing.\

And they were out there in the sea all night, and didn’t catch a thing.

/This happened another time, at the start of the ministry of the Lord Jesus.\
Let’s now turn back to the gospel of Luke:

Luke 5:1-11

Now it happened that while the crowd was pressing around Him and listening to the
word of God, He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret; 2 and He saw two boats



lying at the edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten out of them and were
washing their nets.

3 And He got into one of the boats, which was Simon's, and asked him to put out a
little way from the land. And He sat down and began teaching the people from the
boat. 4 When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, "Put out into the deep
water and let down your nets for a catch." 5 Simon answered and said, "Master, we
worked hard all night and caught nothing, but | will do as You say and let down the
nets." 6 When they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish, and their
nets began to break; 7 so they signaled to their partners in the other boat for them
to come and help them. And they came and filled both of the boats, so that they
began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying,
"Go away from me Lord, for | am a sinful man!" 9 For amazement had seized him
and all his companions because of the catch of fish which they had taken; 10 and so
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And
Jesus said to Simon, "Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men." 11 When
they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him.



Did Peter and the others remember what had happened that day? If so, then in a
general way they had received their marching orders. “From now on, you will be
catching men”.

/Now that Jesus is alive from the dead, they will need a refresher.\

John 21:3 Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will
also come with you." They went out and got into the boat; and that night they
caught nothing.

4 But when the day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples
did not know that it was Jesus. 5 So Jesus said to them, "Children, you do not have
any fish, do you?" They answered Him, "No." 6 And He said to them, "Cast the net
on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find a catch." So they cast, and then
they were not able to haul it in because of the great number of fish. 7 Therefore that
disciple whom Jesus loved [John] said to Peter, "It is the Lord." So when Simon Peter
heard that it was the Lord, he put his outer garment on (for he was stripped for
work), and threw himself into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the little
boat, for they were not far from the land, but about one hundred yards away,
dragging the net full of fish.



/By the way, God’s omnipotence - His power, is also toward us who believe:\
Eph 1:15-19

15 For this reason | too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists
among you and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease giving thanks for you,
while making mention of you in my prayers; 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of Him. 18 | pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that
you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power
toward us who believe.

NASU

Let’s finish up this morning back in John 21:

12 Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples ventured to
question Him, "Who are You?" knowing that it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took



the bread and gave it to them, and the fish likewise. 14 This is now the third time
that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after He was raised from the dead.

He fed them breakfast. /It was the same meal which He had provided for the five
thousand. \ This also occurred on the shores of the Sea of Galilee:

John 6:1-14

After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (or
Tiberias). 2 A large crowd followed Him, because they saw the signs which He was
performing on those who were sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on the mountain, and
there He sat down with His disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was
near. 5 Therefore Jesus, lifting up His eyes and seeing that a large crowd was
coming to Him, said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread, so that these may eat?"
6 This He was saying to test him, for He Himself knew what He was intending to do.
7 Philip answered Him, "Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for
them, for everyone to receive a little." 8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's
brother, said to Him, 9 "There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two fish,
but what are these for so many people?" 10 Jesus said, "Have the people sit down."
Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five



thousand. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, and having given thanks, He distributed to
those who were seated; likewise also of the fish as much as they wanted. 12 When
they were filled, He said to His disciples, "Gather up the leftover fragments so that
nothing will be lost." 13 So they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with
fragments from the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten.
14 Therefore when the people saw the sign which He had performed, they said,
"This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world."

/Now in chapter 21 verses 21:12-14, He serves an intimate breakfast of bread and
fish to His disciples.\

John 21:

12 Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples ventured to
question Him, "Who are You?" knowing that it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took
the bread and gave it to them, and the fish likewise. 14 This is now the third time
that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after He was raised from the dead.

/This is a tender and wonderful passage. A beautiful sunrise. A hot breakfast. This
is a very human experience. \

10



And that is something else remarkable about chapter 21, this last chapter of the
gospel of John.

Think back with me to chapter 1, the first chapter of this gospel.

It’s heavenly. Jesus is the Word from the beginning. He was with God. And He was
God.

/Quite clearly, the beginning of chapter one speaks of the deity of Christ.\

/So we began with His deity, and we end with His humanity.\ We began in heaven,
in eternity past. We end on the shores of Lake Galilee in 34 AD.

The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us. Our GOOD Shepherd who gives His
life for His sheep.

When we return next time to chapter 21, Jesus will challenge Peter to feed His
sheep.
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