The radiance of His glory

/In our series on the nature of man, we have seen (1) man as he was originally
created by the Lord God, and (2) man as he became after the fall.\

Through one man, Adam, sin entered the world, and death through sin, and so
death spread to all men (Rom 5:12). God condemned the entire human race

through the transgression of Adam.

/Every human being with a human father was born dead in trespasses and sins.
Each person was born without eternal life or the Holy Spirit. \

This is what it means to be a child of Adam. This is mankind in the first Adam.
/This morning we return to the unique humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ.\

We began here. But whereas then we observed the fact that He was human, now
we are going to examine the different ways that He is unique in His humanity.



/We begin with His birth. His was a unique birth, never to be repeated again.\

Born of a woman
Not born of a man.

Luke 1:26-35

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee
called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
descendants of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And coming in, he said to
her, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29 But she was very perplexed
at this statement, and kept pondering what kind of salutation this was. 30 The angel
said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. 31 "And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him
Jesus. 32 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord
God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end." 34 Mary said to the angel,
"How can this be, since | am a virgin?" 35 The angel answered and said to her, "The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you, and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.



/A virgin was with child. This child was conceived by the power of the Most High
God.\

His birth was the occasion for the most amazing and startling events.

Luke 2:8-14

In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping
watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly
frightened. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, | bring you
good news of great joy which will be for all the people; 11 for today in the city of
David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 "This will be a
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 13 And
suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying,

14 "Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.”



/And for the first and only time, a human being was born without sin.\

2 Cor5:21
21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become
the righteousness of God in Him.

Heb 4:15
15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses,
but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.

1 John 3:5
5 You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin.

/And for the first and only time, a child born of a woman was also - God.\

Isa 9:6
6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us;
And the government will rest on His shoulders;



And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

In the fullness of time, this child who has the name of Mighty God came to earth.

John 1:14

14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as
of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

His name is Jesus Christ our Lord.

Rom 1:1-4

1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel
of God, 2 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy
Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according
to the flesh, 4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from
the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,

/Col 2:9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, \



Heb 1:1-4

God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in
many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed
heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 3 And He is the radiance of
His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the
word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much better than the angels, as
He has inherited a more excellent name than they.

He grew up in the same way every other boy grows up. And yet there was
something supernatural about Him.

/This was most evident in His remarkable relationship with His Father in Heaven.\

Luke 2:41-49

41 Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42
And when He became twelve, they went up there according to the custom of the
Feast;



43 and as they were returning, after spending the full number of days, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem. But His parents were unaware of it, 44 but supposed
Him to be in the caravan, and went a day's journey; and they began looking for Him
among their relatives and acquaintances. 45 When they did not find Him, they
returned to Jerusalem looking for Him. 46 Then, after three days they found Him in
the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking
them questions. 47 And all who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and
His answers. 48 When they saw Him, they were astonished; and His mother said to
Him, "Son, why have You treated us this way? Behold, Your father and | have been
anxiously looking for You." 49 And He said to them, "Why is it that you were looking
for Me? Did you not know that | had to be in My Father's house?"

/Jesus, the God-man, came to undo the works of the devil. \

Heb 2:14-15

14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also
partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had
the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of
death were subject to slavery all their lives.



/Think of it. The Son of God left the glories of heaven and became poor for our
sake.\

Phil 2:5-8

5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of men:

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross.
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He was scorned and rejected. He was beaten and humiliated. He was nailed to the
cross by godless men and put to death.

/He died for the ungodly. He died for us.\

1 Peter 3:18



For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;

/He bore our sins in His human body on the cross.\

1 Peter 2:21-24

21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN,
NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 23 and while being reviled, He did not
revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to
Him who judges righteously; 24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the
cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you
were healed. 25

/He was buried in a rich man’s tomb. \
But death could not hold Him.

Acts 2:22-24



22 "Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you
by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in
your midst, just as you yourselves know — 23 this Man, delivered over by the
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of
godless men and put Him to death. 24 "But God raised Him up again, putting an end
to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.

/On the third day, God the Father raised Jesus from the dead in a glorified human
body. \

His resurrected body is heavenly and eternal.

1 Cor 15:42-49

42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an
imperishable body; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual
body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So also it is written,
"The first MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL." The last Adam became a life-giving
spirit. 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual.
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47 The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven. 48 As is
the earthy, so also are those who are earthy,; and as is the heavenly, so also are
those who are heavenly. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will
also bear the image of the heavenly.

/Jesus is the first born from the dead.\

1 Cor 15:20-23

20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are
asleep. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of
the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But
each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His
coming,

/One day, all who are His will have a glorified heavenly body like His.\

Phil 3:20-21

11



20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of our humble state into

conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even
to subject all things to Himself.
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