
The three kinds of unbelievers: 
 

(in order of difficulty convincing them they need the Savior) 
 

 

 

 EASIEST MODERATE HARDEST 

Kind of 

Unbeliever 
Immoral 

pagan 

Self-righteous Self-righteous & 

religious 

Section Romans 

1:18-32 

Romans 2:1-16 Romans 2:17-

3:7 

Degree of 

blindness 
Bad vision Legally blind Total blindness 

Addressed 

as 

“them” 

(plural) 

“you” 

(singular) 

“you” “Jew” 

(singular) 

Planks in 

the eye 

None 

(“splinter”) 

One plank: 

 

Two planks: 

 

 

False 

righteousness 

False 

godliness 

False 

righteousness 



 

Romans 3: Old Testament citation 

Verses 10-12 Psalm 14:1-3, Psalm 53:1-3 

Verse 13 Psalm 5:9, Psalm 140:3 

Verse 14 Psalm 10:7 

Verses 15-17 Isaiah 59:7 

Verse 18 Psalm 36:1 

Verse 20 Psalm 143:2 

 


